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Only a few decades after the Spanish conquest of Peru, the third Bishop of Cuzco, Sebastián de Lartaún,
called for a report on the religious practices of the Incas. The report was prepared by Cristóbal de Molina, a
priest of the Hospital for the Natives of Our Lady of Succor in Cuzco and Preacher General of the city.
Molina was an outstanding Quechua speaker, and his advanced language skills allowed him to interview the
older indigenous men of Cuzco who were among the last surviving eyewitnesses of the rituals conducted at
the height of Inca rule. Thus, Molina's account preserves a crucial first-hand record of Inca religious beliefs
and practices.

This volume is the first English translation of Molina's Relación de las fábulas y ritos de los incas since 1873
and includes the first authoritative scholarly commentary and notes. The work opens with several Inca
creation myths and descriptions of the major gods and shrines (huacas). Molina then discusses the most
important rituals that occurred in Cuzco during each month of the year, as well as rituals that were not tied to
the ceremonial calendar, such as birth rituals, female initiation rites, and marriages. Molina also describes the
Capacocha ritual, in which all the shrines of the empire were offered sacrifices, as well as the Taqui Ongoy,
a millennial movement that spread across the Andes during the late 1560s in response to growing Spanish
domination and accelerated violence against the so-called idolatrous religions of the Andean peoples.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Dawson:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Account of the Fables and Rites of the Incas (William & Bettye Nowlin Series in
Art, History, and Culture).

Adam Tonn:

The experience that you get from Account of the Fables and Rites of the Incas (William & Bettye Nowlin
Series in Art, History, and Culture) is a more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the
more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Account
of the Fables and Rites of the Incas (William & Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and Culture) giving
you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood
simply by anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book
also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular
Account of the Fables and Rites of the Incas (William & Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and Culture)
instantly.

Peter Christensen:

Beside that Account of the Fables and Rites of the Incas (William & Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History,
and Culture) in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel
like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Account of the Fables and Rites of
the Incas (William & Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and Culture) because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable,
just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from at
this point!

Guadalupe McCoy:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social



including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Account of the Fables and Rites of the Incas (William & Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History,
and Culture) when you necessary it?
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