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Hawai‘i’s legendary jazz musician Gabe Baltazar Jr. has thrilled audiences since the late 1940s with his
powerful and passionate playing. In this, the first book on his life and career, Gabe takes readers through the
highs, lows, and in-betweens on the long road to becoming one of the very few Asian Americans who has
achieved national and international acclaim as a jazz artist. 

Born in 1929 to a Japanese mother and Filipino father, Gabe was largely raised by his maternal grandparents,
but at a young age his father, an accomplished musician, encouraged his son to take up the clarinet and
saxophone. As a teenager during World War II, Gabe performed with the Royal Hawaiian Band and played
weekend dances with Filipino swing bands. By the mid-1950s, he had established himself in the West Coast
jazz scene, and in 1960 he became the lead alto saxophonist of the influential Stan Kenton Orchestra.
Following a four-year stint with Kenton, Gabe worked as a valued studio musician in Los Angeles, where he
recorded with Dizzy Gillespie, Oliver Nelson, James Moody, and countless others. In 1969 he returned to
Honolulu as assistant director for the Royal Hawaiian Band while taking center stage as Hawai?i’s premier
jazz artist, a role he admirably fulfilled for over forty years. At 83, Gabe remains active in jazz education and
continued to perform at home and abroad until 2010.

Gabe is one of a legion of Hawai‘i musicians who migrated to the Mainland after the war, yet his is the only
detailed, firsthand account of that experience. As the quintessential musician’s musician, his reminiscences
of working as a valued sideman and studio musician in the years when big bands were disappearing and
studio orchestras were being replaced by synthesizers comprise a singular account of jazz in the last half of
the twentieth century. His memorable encounters with some of the greatest names in jazz and popular
entertainment will delight music fans, while readers of Hawai‘i and Asian-American life-writing will find in
this work a fond record of days past told with humor and heart.

12 illus.
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From reader reviews:

Jordan Weatherspoon:

Precisely why? Because this If It Swings, It's Music: The Autobiography of Hawai'i's Gabe Baltazar Jr. is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your expertise
and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go
to the guide store hurriedly.

Doreen Williams:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love If It Swings, It's Music:
The Autobiography of Hawai'i's Gabe Baltazar Jr., you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination
right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Nicolas Dandrea:

This If It Swings, It's Music: The Autobiography of Hawai'i's Gabe Baltazar Jr. is great guide for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess
to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we
can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with
attractive delivering sentences. Having If It Swings, It's Music: The Autobiography of Hawai'i's Gabe
Baltazar Jr. in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We
can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already
do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Martha Dixon:

The book untitled If It Swings, It's Music: The Autobiography of Hawai'i's Gabe Baltazar Jr. contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored
by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere



and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice go through.
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