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Pulsing with drama and excitement, Infinitesimal celebrates the spirit of discovery, innovation, and
intellectual achievement-and it will forever change the way you look at a simple line.

On August 10, 1632, five men in flowing black robes convened in a somber Roman palazzo to pass
judgment on a deceptively simple proposition: that a continuous line is composed of distinct and infinitely
tiny parts. With the stroke of a pen the Jesuit fathers banned the doctrine of infinitesimals, announcing that it
could never be taught or even mentioned. The concept was deemed dangerous and subversive, a threat to the
belief that the world was an orderly place, governed by a strict and unchanging set of rules. If infinitesimals
were ever accepted, the Jesuits feared, the entire world would be plunged into chaos.

In Infinitesimal, the award-winning historian Amir Alexander exposes the deep-seated reasons behind the
rulings of the Jesuits and shows how the doctrine persisted, becoming the foundation of calculus and much
of modern mathematics and technology. Indeed, not everyone agreed with the Jesuits. Philosophers,
scientists, and mathematicians across Europe embraced infinitesimals as the key to scientific progress,
freedom of thought, and a more tolerant society. As Alexander reveals, it wasn't long before the two camps
set off on a war that pitted Europe's forces of hierarchy and order against those of pluralism and change.

The story takes us from the bloody battlefields of Europe's religious wars and the English Civil War and into
the lives of the greatest mathematicians and philosophers of the day, including Galileo and Isaac Newton,
Cardinal Bellarmine and Thomas Hobbes, and Christopher Clavius and John Wallis. In Italy, the defeat of
the infinitely small signaled an end to that land's reign as the cultural heart of Europe, and in England, the
triumph of infinitesimals helped launch the island nation on a course that would make it the world's first
modern state.

From the imperial cities of Germany to the green hills of Surrey, from the papal palace in Rome to the halls
of the Royal Society of London, Alexander demonstrates how a disagreement over a mathematical concept
became a contest over the heavens and the earth. The legitimacy of popes and kings, as well as our beliefs in
human liberty and progressive science, were at stake-the soul of the modern world hinged on the
infinitesimal.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Lewis:

This Infinitesimal: How a Dangerous Mathematical Theory Shaped the Modern World are usually reliable
for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Infinitesimal: How a
Dangerous Mathematical Theory Shaped the Modern World can be one of several great books you must have
is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that might
be will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever
your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Infinitesimal: How a Dangerous
Mathematical Theory Shaped the Modern World giving you an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Zola Campbell:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Infinitesimal: How
a Dangerous Mathematical Theory Shaped the Modern World provide you with a new experience in looking
at a book.

Laurel Ramer:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It all right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like
Infinitesimal: How a Dangerous Mathematical Theory Shaped the Modern World which is obtaining the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Carl Vang:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Infinitesimal: How a Dangerous
Mathematical Theory Shaped the Modern World to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own
skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to
make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be first
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the guide Infinitesimal: How a
Dangerous Mathematical Theory Shaped the Modern World can to be your friend when you're experience



alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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