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The United States is among the wealthiest nations in the world. But that wealth hasn't translated to a higher
life expectancy, an area where the United States still ranks thirty-eighth—behind Cuba, Chile, Costa Rica,
and Greece, among many others. Some fault the absence of universal health care or the persistence of social
inequalities. Others blame unhealthy lifestyles. But these emphases on present-day behaviors and policies
miss a much more fundamental determinant of societal health: the state.

Werner Troesken looks at the history of the United States with a focus on three diseases—smallpox, typhoid
fever, and yellow fever—to show how constitutional rules and provisions that promoted individual liberty
and economic prosperity also influenced, for good and for bad, the country’s ability to eradicate infectious
disease. Ranging from federalism under the Commerce Clause to the Contract Clause and the Fourteenth
Amendment, Troesken argues persuasively that many institutions intended to promote desirable political or
economic outcomes also hindered the provision of public health. We are unhealthy, in other words, at least in
part because our political and legal institutions function well. Offering a compelling new perspective, The
Pox of Liberty challenges many traditional claims that infectious diseases are inexorable forces in human
history, beyond the control of individual actors or the state, revealing them instead to be the result of public
and private choices.
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From reader reviews:

Raul Warren:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book The Pox of Liberty: How the Constitution Left
Americans Rich, Free, and Prone to Infection (Markets and Governments in Economic History) will make
you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But
some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Duane Coley:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important usually. The book The Pox of Liberty: How the Constitution Left
Americans Rich, Free, and Prone to Infection (Markets and Governments in Economic History) was making
you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for
you. The book The Pox of Liberty: How the Constitution Left Americans Rich, Free, and Prone to Infection
(Markets and Governments in Economic History) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also
to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try
to make relationship with the book The Pox of Liberty: How the Constitution Left Americans Rich, Free, and
Prone to Infection (Markets and Governments in Economic History). You never really feel lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Bryon Diaz:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that
need more time to be read. The Pox of Liberty: How the Constitution Left Americans Rich, Free, and Prone
to Infection (Markets and Governments in Economic History) can be your answer since it can be read by you
who have those short free time problems.

Robert Ford:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Pox of Liberty: How the Constitution Left
Americans Rich, Free, and Prone to Infection (Markets and Governments in Economic History) can be the
answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in
this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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