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The traditional story of the Texas Revolution remembers the Alamo and Goliad but has forgotten
Matamoros, the strategic Mexican port city on the turbulent lower Rio Grande. In this provocative book,
Craig Roell restores the centrality of Matamoros by showing the genuine economic, geographic, social, and
military value of the city to Mexican and Texas history.

Given that Matamoros served the Mexican states of Tamaulipas, Coahuila and Texas, Nuevo León, San Luis
Potosi, Zacatecas, Chihuahua, and Durango, the city’s strategic location and considerable trade revenues
were crucial. Roell provides a refreshing reinterpretation of the revolutionary conflict in Texas from a
Mexican point of view, essentially turning the traditional story on its head. Readers will learn how
Matamoros figured in the Mexican government's grand designs not only for national prosperity, but also to
preserve Texas from threatened American encroachment. Ironically, Matamoros became closely linked to the
United States through trade, and foreign intriguers who sought to detach Texas from Mexico found a home
in the city.

Roell’s account culminates in the controversial Texan Matamoros expedition, which was composed mostly
of American volunteers and paralyzed the Texas provisional government, divided military leaders, and
helped lead to the tragic defeats at the Alamo, San Patricio, Agua Dulce Creek, Refugio, and Coleto
(Goliad). Indeed, Sam Houston denounced the expedition as “the author of all our misfortunes.” In stark
contrast, the brilliant and triumphant Matamoros campaign of Mexican General José de Urrea united his
countrymen, defeated these revolutionaries, and occupied the coastal plain from Matamoros to Brazoria.
Urrea's victory ensured that Matamoros would remain a part of Mexico, but Matamorenses also fought to
preserve their own freedom from the centralizing policies of Mexican President Santa Anna, showing the
streak of independence that characterizes Mexico's northern borderlands to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Penrose:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As you may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Matamoros and the Texas
Revolution (Fred Rider Cotten Popular History Series) ended up being making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide Matamoros
and the Texas Revolution (Fred Rider Cotten Popular History Series) is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read
your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book Matamoros and the Texas Revolution (Fred Rider
Cotten Popular History Series). You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Joyce Matchett:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Matamoros and the Texas
Revolution (Fred Rider Cotten Popular History Series) book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge.
Of course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Lorene Lord:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Matamoros and the Texas Revolution (Fred Rider Cotten
Popular History Series) why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content
will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Veronica Turner:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This book Matamoros and the Texas Revolution (Fred Rider Cotten Popular History
Series) was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to
get book that you just wanted.
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