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Nearly forty percent of humanity lives on an average of two dollars a day or less. If you've never had to
survive on an income so small, it is hard to imagine. How would you put food on the table, afford a home,
and educate your children? How would you handle emergencies and old age? Every day, more than a billion
people around the world must answer these questions. Portfolios of the Poor is the first book to
systematically explain how the poor find solutions to their everyday financial problems.

The authors conducted year-long interviews with impoverished villagers and slum dwellers in Bangladesh,
India, and South Africa--records that track penny by penny how specific households manage their money.
The stories of these families are often surprising and inspiring. Most poor households do not live hand to
mouth, spending what they earn in a desperate bid to keep afloat. Instead, they employ financial tools, many
linked to informal networks and family ties. They push money into savings for reserves, squeeze money out
of creditors whenever possible, run sophisticated savings clubs, and use microfinancing wherever available.
Their experiences reveal new methods to fight poverty and ways to envision the next generation of banks for
the "bottom billion."

Indispensable for those in development studies, economics, and microfinance, Portfolios of the Poor will
appeal to anyone interested in knowing more about poverty and what can be done about it.
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From reader reviews:

Rick Briones:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Portfolios of the Poor: How the World's Poor
Live on $2 a Day will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make
you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Elizabeth Black:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one works to
believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then you have
it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not happen
throughout you if you take Portfolios of the Poor: How the World's Poor Live on $2 a Day as the daily
resource information.

Donna Valdez:

This book untitled Portfolios of the Poor: How the World's Poor Live on $2 a Day to be one of several books
which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it.
You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Christopher Dixon:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
as well as soon. The Portfolios of the Poor: How the World's Poor Live on $2 a Day will give you new
experience in reading through a book.
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