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This volume is the first comprehensive history of the evolving relationship between American slavery and
the law from colonial times to the Civil War. As Thomas Morris clearly shows, racial slavery came to the
English colonies as an institution without strict legal definitions or guidelines. Specifically, he demonstrates
that there was no coherent body of law that dealt solely with slaves. Instead, more general legal rules
concerning inheritance, mortgages, and transfers of property coexisted with laws pertaining only to slaves.
According to Morris, southern lawmakers and judges struggled to reconcile a social order based on slavery
with existing English common law (or, in Louisiana, with continental civil law.) Because much was left to
local interpretation, laws varied between and even within states. In addition, legal doctrine often differed
from local practice. And, as Morris reveals, in the decades leading up to the Civil War, tensions mounted
between the legal culture of racial slavery and the competing demands of capitalism and evangelical
Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

George Finch:

The book Southern Slavery and the Law, 1619-1860 (Studies in Legal History) will bring you to definitely
the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When
you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book Southern Slavery and the Law,
1619-1860 (Studies in Legal History) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

James Johnson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as
in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Southern Slavery and the Law, 1619-1860 (Studies
in Legal History) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Patricia Glover:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Southern Slavery and the Law, 1619-1860 (Studies in
Legal History) or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book,
you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students
especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve,
any other book likes Southern Slavery and the Law, 1619-1860 (Studies in Legal History) to make your
spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Joel Wall:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. On
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the Southern Slavery and the Law, 1619-1860 (Studies in Legal History) when you essential it?
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