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At first glance, it may be difficult to accept that race and racism play a major role, whether conscious or
subconscious, in policymaking. But leaders are products of their upbringing and era, and even some of
America's best-educated presidents and secretaries of state have been slave owners, segregationists, or
bigots. Some belong to America's distant past, but it was not so long ago that the civil rights movement
began to correct America's troubled race relations.

While race has rarely served as the primary motivating factor in America's foreign policies, Michael Krenn
shows that it has functioned as both a powerful justification for U.S. actions abroad and a significant
influence on their shape, direction, and intensity. Portraying nonwhite races as inferior allowed U.S.
policymakers to rationalize territorial expansion at the expense of Native Americans and Mexico, to
demonize the enemy in wars fought against Filipino insurgents and Japanese soldiers, and to justify
intervention in developing nations. Racism made America's leaders soft on European colonialism, and U.S.
racial segregation laws were an obstacle to winning hearts and minds in the developing world during the
Cold War. Race plays a more subtle role in U.S. foreign relations today, but speeches about turning the war
on terror into a crusade, the abuse of detainees in military prisons, and apathy toward genocide in Darfur can
be explained, in part, by prejudice.

The Color of Empire challenges readers to recognize that American perceptions and prejudices about race
have influenced the conduct of U.S. foreign relations from the colonial era to the present. This concise
survey is an excellent introduction to the topic for both students and general readers.
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From reader reviews:

Benita Eldridge:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Color of Empire: Race and
American Foreign Relations (Issues in the History of American Foreign Relations). All type of book is it
possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Mary Blackwell:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare time
to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly because just
their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this kind of The Color of Empire: Race and American Foreign
Relations (Issues in the History of American Foreign Relations) to read.

Paul Ring:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Color of Empire: Race and American Foreign
Relations (Issues in the History of American Foreign Relations) as your daily resource information.

Cherie Fidler:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find book that
need more time to be learn. The Color of Empire: Race and American Foreign Relations (Issues in the
History of American Foreign Relations) can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those
short extra time problems.
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