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The Founding Fathers is a concise, accessible overview of the brilliant, flawed, and quarrelsome group of
lawyers, politicians, merchants, military men, and clergy known as "the Founding Fathers"--who got as close
to the ideal of the Platonic "philosopher-kings" as American or world history has ever seen.

R. B. Bernstein reveals Washington, Franklin, Jefferson, Adams, Hamilton, and the other founders not as
shining demigods but as imperfect human beings--people much like us--who nevertheless achieved political
greatness. They emerge here as men who sought to transcend their intellectual world even as they were
bound by its limits, men who strove to lead the new nation even as they had to defer to the great body of the
people and learn with them the possibilities and limitations of politics. Bernstein deftly traces the dynamic
forces that molded these men and their contemporaries as British colonists in North America and as
intellectual citizens of the Atlantic civilization's Age of Enlightenment. He analyzes the American
Revolution, the framing and adoption of state and federal constitutions, and the key concepts and problems
that both shaped and circumscribed the founders' achievements as the United States sought its place in the
world. Finally, he charts the shifting reputations of the founders and examines the specific ways that
interpreters of the Constitution have used the Founding Fathers.

A masterly blend of old and new scholarship, brimming with apt description and insightful analysis, this
book offers a digestible account of how the Founding Fathers were formed, what they did, and how
generations of Americans have viewed them.

ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Epp:

The book The Founding Fathers: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through
a book The Founding Fathers: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) to be your habit, you
can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a book The Founding Fathers:
A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-
book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Ollie Johnson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be The Founding Fathers: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content
will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Allie Littlefield:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Founding
Fathers: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's observe.

Mary Bessler:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Founding Fathers: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book The Founding Fathers: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has many kinds or genre.
Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and
believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it
offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading that.
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