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Brilliantly evoking the long-vanished world of masters and servants portrayed in Downton Abbey and
Upstairs, Downstairs, Margaret Powell's classic memoir of her time in service, Below Stairs, is the
remarkable true story of an indomitable woman who, though she served in the great houses of England,
never stopped aiming high. Powell first arrived at the servants' entrance of one of those great houses in the
1920s. As a kitchen maid – the lowest of the low – she entered an entirely new world; one of stoves to be
blacked, vegetables to be scrubbed, mistresses to be appeased, and bootlaces to be ironed. Work started at
5.30am and went on until after dark. It was a far cry from her childhood on the beaches of Hove, where
money and food were scarce, but warmth and laughter never were. Yet from the gentleman with a penchant
for stroking the housemaids' curlers, to raucous tea-dances with errand boys, to the heartbreaking story of
Agnes the pregnant under-parlormaid, fired for being seduced by her mistress's nephew, Margaret's tales of
her time in service are told with wit, warmth, and a sharp eye for the prejudices of her situation. Margaret
Powell's true story of a life spent in service is a fascinating "downstairs" portrait of the glittering, long-gone
worlds behind the closed doors of Downton Abbey and 165 Eaton Place.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Saad:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Below Stairs: The Classic
Kitchen Maid's Memoir That Inspired "Upstairs, Downstairs" and "Downton Abbey" is our recommendation
to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Theresa Piercy:

The particular book Below Stairs: The Classic Kitchen Maid's Memoir That Inspired "Upstairs, Downstairs"
and "Downton Abbey" has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research before write
this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Muriel Carpenter:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as
in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Below Stairs: The Classic Kitchen Maid's Memoir That
Inspired "Upstairs, Downstairs" and "Downton Abbey" why because the excellent cover that make you
consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or
even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Lynnette Jennings:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Below Stairs: The Classic Kitchen Maid's Memoir That
Inspired "Upstairs, Downstairs" and "Downton Abbey" was multi-colored and of course has pictures on
there. As we know that book Below Stairs: The Classic Kitchen Maid's Memoir That Inspired "Upstairs,
Downstairs" and "Downton Abbey" has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not
at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the
best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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