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At once deeply historical and surprisingly timely, Having it All in the Belle Epoque shows how the debates
that continue to captivate high-achieving women in America and Europe can be traced back to the early
1900s in France. The first two photographic magazines aimed at women, Femina and La Vie Heureuse
created a female role model who could balance age-old convention with new equalities. Often referred to
simply as the "modern woman," this captivating figure embodied the hopes and dreams as well as the most
pressing internal conflicts of large numbers of French women during what was a period of profound change.
Full of never-before-studied images of the modern French woman in action, Having it All shows how these
early magazines exploited new photographic technologies, artistic currents, and literary trends to create a
powerful model of French femininity, one that has exerted a lasting influence on French expression.

This book introduces and explores the concept of Belle Epoque literary feminism, a product of the elite
milieu from which the magazines emerged. Defined by its refusal of political engagement, this feminism was
nevertheless preoccupied with expanding women's roles, as it worked to construct a collective fantasy of
female achievement. Through an astute blend of historical research, literary criticism, and visual analysis,
Mesch's study of women's magazines and the popular writers associated with them offers an original window
onto a bygone era that can serve as a framework for ongoing debates about feminism, femininity, and work-
life tensions.
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From reader reviews:

Vivian Bennett:

The book Having It All in the Belle Epoque: How French Women's Magazines Invented the Modern Woman
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best
thing like a book Having It All in the Belle Epoque: How French Women's Magazines Invented the Modern
Woman? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information
that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Having It
All in the Belle Epoque: How French Women's Magazines Invented the Modern Woman has simple shape
however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by
available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Janet Steele:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Having
It All in the Belle Epoque: How French Women's Magazines Invented the Modern Woman, you are able to
tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make
them reading a book.

Joyce Greenberg:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Having It All in the Belle Epoque: How French Women's
Magazines Invented the Modern Woman why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Curt Hall:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Having It All in the Belle Epoque: How French Women's
Magazines Invented the Modern Woman was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book Having It All in the Belle Epoque: How French Women's Magazines Invented the Modern Woman has
many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read



and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it
can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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