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Yukio Mishima (b. 1925) was a brilliant writer and intellectual whose relentless obsession with beauty,
purity, and patriotism ended in his astonishing self-disembowelment and decapitation in downtown Tokyo in
1970. Nominated for the Nobel Prize, Mishima was the best-known novelist of his time (works like
Confessions of a Mask and The Temple of the Golden Pavilion are still in print in English), and his
legacy—his persona—is still honored and puzzled over.

Who was Yukio Mishima really? This, the first full biography to appear in English in almost forty years,
traces Mishima's trajectory from a sickly boy named Kimitake Hiraoka to a hard-bodied student of martial
arts. In detail it examines his family life, the wartime years, and his emergence, then fame, as a writer and
advocate for traditional values. Revealed here are all the personalities and conflicts and sometimes petty
backbiting that shaped the culture of postwar literary Japan.

Working entirely from primary sources and material unavailable to other biographers, author Naoki Inose
and translator Hiroaki Sato together have produced a monumental work that covers much new ground in
unprecedented depth. Using interviews, social and psychological analysis, and close reading of novels and
essays, Persona removes the mask that Mishima so artfully created to disguise his true self.

Naoki Inose, currently vice governor of Tokyo, has also written biographies of writers Kikuchi Kan and
Osamu Dazai.

New York–based Hiroaki Sato is an award-winning translator of classical and modern Japanese poetry, and
also translated Mishima's novel Silk and Insight.
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From reader reviews:

Jerald Elliott:

The experience that you get from Persona: A Biography of Yukio Mishima will be the more deep you
looking the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to understand but Persona: A Biography of Yukio Mishima giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who
read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having that Persona: A Biography of Yukio Mishima instantly.

Jackson Cabrera:

The guide untitled Persona: A Biography of Yukio Mishima is the e-book that recommended to you to see.
You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use
to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Persona: A Biography of Yukio Mishima from the publisher to
make you more enjoy free time.

Evelyn Looney:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The Persona:
A Biography of Yukio Mishima offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Denise Lee:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Persona: A Biography of Yukio Mishima was
bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Persona: A Biography of Yukio
Mishima has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan
you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you
bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to
like reading this.
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