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John F. Sullivan was a polygraph examiner with the CIA for thirty-one years, during which time he
conducted more tests than anyone in the history of the CIA's program. The lie detectors act as the Agency's
gatekeepers, preventing foreign agents, unsuitable applicants, and employees guilty of misconduct from
penetrating or harming the Agency. Here Sullivan describes his methods, emphasizing the importance of
psychology and the examiners' skills in a successful polygraph program. Sullivan acknowledges that using
the polygraph effectively is an art as much as a science, yet he convincingly argues that it remains a highly
reliable screening device, more successful and less costly than the other primary method, background
investigation. In the thousands of tests that Sullivan conducted, he discovered double agents, applicants with
criminal backgrounds, and employee misconduct, including compromising affairs and the mishandling of
classified information.

But Gatekeeper is more than Sullivan's memoirs. It is also a window to the often acrimonious and sometimes
alarming internal politics of the CIA: the turf wars over resources, personnel, and mandate; the slow
implementation of quality control; the aversion to risk-taking; and the overzealous pursuit of disqualifying
information. In an age when the intelligence community's conduct is rightly being questioned, Sullivan
contributes a fascinating personal account of one of the Agency's many important tasks.
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From reader reviews:

Vance Malik:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Gatekeeper: Memoirs of a
CIA Polygraph Examiner is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Angel Sherrill:

Gatekeeper: Memoirs of a CIA Polygraph Examiner can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Gatekeeper: Memoirs of a
CIA Polygraph Examiner yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into new
stage of crucial thinking.

Erin Wright:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time
to be go through. Gatekeeper: Memoirs of a CIA Polygraph Examiner can be your answer mainly because it
can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Susan Negri:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This reserve Gatekeeper: Memoirs of a CIA Polygraph Examiner was filled about science.
Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has various feel
when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-
book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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