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In this important new text, Holland seeks to explain, by means of social scientific and philosophical inquiry,
the difficulties that researchers often experience when attempting to integrate knowledge from different
academic disciplines, either individually or as part of a team of subject specialists. It is argued that the
difficulty of integrating knowledge from different academic disciplines is the result of, firstly, an inadequate
justification of the nature of scientific integration and differentiation and, secondly, the dominance of
disciplinary specialization in scientific inquiry.

By focusing on both the theoretical justification for, and the practical feasibility of, integrating knowledge
through interdisciplinary research, this book asks what properties of reality make the integration of
knowledge from different academic disciplines possible and to what extent it is feasible to integrate
knowledge through interdisciplinary research within a traditional, disciplinary context. Accordingly the text
is both philosophical and social scientific in content: philosophical in the sense that it presents a theory of
causal determination, which will help researchers to understand how reality is both differentiated and
interconnected; social scientific in the sense that it presents the results of three case studies of collaborative
interdisciplinary research projects.

The book is heavily informed by the philosophy of critical realism. The philosophical argument about the
possibility of integration and specialization in science draws explicitly on some of the key concepts of
critical realism – particularly those comprising the theory of ‘integrative pluralism’ – while critical realist
assumptions underpin the social scientific argument about the causal influence of the social system of
knowledge production. By exploring researchers’ conceptions of knowledge and of reality on the one hand
and their decisions about what sort of knowledge to produce on the other, Holland shows how the difficulty
of scientific integration is both a problem of knowledge and a problem of knowledge production.

This book is essential reading for students and academics interested in the emerging topic of knowledge
integration and interdisciplinarity.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Harp:

The book Integrating Knowledge Through Interdisciplinary Research: Problems of Theory and Practice
(Critical Realism: Interventions (Routledge Critical Realism)) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Integrating Knowledge Through Interdisciplinary Research: Problems of Theory and Practice (Critical
Realism: Interventions (Routledge Critical Realism)) being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like
add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know
everything if you like available and read a guide Integrating Knowledge Through Interdisciplinary Research:
Problems of Theory and Practice (Critical Realism: Interventions (Routledge Critical Realism)). Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Vickie Hintz:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Integrating Knowledge
Through Interdisciplinary Research: Problems of Theory and Practice (Critical Realism: Interventions
(Routledge Critical Realism)). All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Patrick Austin:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important for us. The book Integrating Knowledge Through Interdisciplinary Research: Problems of
Theory and Practice (Critical Realism: Interventions (Routledge Critical Realism)) was making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The
book Integrating Knowledge Through Interdisciplinary Research: Problems of Theory and Practice (Critical
Realism: Interventions (Routledge Critical Realism)) is not only giving you much more new information but
also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship with all the book Integrating Knowledge Through Interdisciplinary
Research: Problems of Theory and Practice (Critical Realism: Interventions (Routledge Critical Realism)).
You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.



Marlene Tiggs:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Integrating Knowledge Through
Interdisciplinary Research: Problems of Theory and Practice (Critical Realism: Interventions (Routledge
Critical Realism)) is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It
is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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