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In the years after the Revolutionary War, the fledgling republic of America was viewed by many Europeans
as a degenerate backwater, populated by subspecies weak and feeble. Chief among these naysayers was the
French Count and world-renowned naturalist Georges-Louis Leclerc de Buffon, who wrote that the flora and
fauna of America (humans included) were inferior to European specimens.

Thomas Jefferson—author of the Declaration of Independence, U.S. president, and ardent naturalist—spent
years countering the French conception of American degeneracy. His Notes on Virginia systematically and
scientifically dismantled Buffon’s case through a series of tables and equally compelling writing on the
nature of his home state. But the book did little to counter the arrogance of the French and hardly satisfied
Jefferson’s quest to demonstrate that his young nation was every bit the equal of a well-established Europe.
Enter the giant moose.

The American moose, which Jefferson claimed was so enormous a European reindeer could walk under it,
became the cornerstone of his defense. Convinced that the sight of such a magnificent beast would cause
Buffon to revise his claims, Jefferson had the remains of a seven-foot ungulate shipped first class from New
Hampshire to Paris. Unfortunately, Buffon died before he could make any revisions to his Histoire Naturelle,
but the legend of the moose makes for a fascinating tale about Jefferson’s passion to prove that American
nature deserved prestige.

In Mr. Jefferson and the Giant Moose, Lee Alan Dugatkin vividly recreates the origin and evolution of the
debates about natural history in America and, in so doing, returns the prize moose to its rightful place in
American history.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly Dewitt:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Mr. Jefferson and the Giant
Moose: Natural History in Early America will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make
you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
appropriate book with you?

Mark Logan:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Mr. Jefferson and the Giant
Moose: Natural History in Early America. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for
the internet sources or other social media.

Marian Dyer:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book
everywhere? It all right you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Mr.
Jefferson and the Giant Moose: Natural History in Early America which is keeping the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's notice.

Michael Clements:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Mr. Jefferson and the Giant Moose: Natural History in
Early America was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Mr.
Jefferson and the Giant Moose: Natural History in Early America has many kinds or style. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character
on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind.
Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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