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Addressing the question of the origins of the Zoroastrian religion, this book argues that the intransigent
opposition to the cult of the da?vas, the ancient Indo-Iranian gods, is the root of the development of the two
central doctrines of Zoroastrianism: cosmic dualism and eschatology (fate of the soul after death and its
passage to the other world).

The da?va cult as it appears in the G?th?s, the oldest part of the Zoroastrian sacred text, the Avesta, had
eschatological pretentions. The poet of the G?th?s condemns these as deception. The book critically
examines various theories put forward since the 19th century to account for the condemnation of the da?vas.
It then turns to the relevant G?thic passages and analyzes them in detail in order to give a picture of the cult
and the reasons for its repudiation. Finally, it examines materials from other sources, especially the Greek
accounts of Iranian ritual lore (mainly) in the context of the mystery cults. Classical Greek writers
consistently associate the nocturnal ceremony of the magi with the mysteries as belonging to the same
religious-cultural category. This shows that Iranian religious lore included a nocturnal rite that aimed at
ensuring the soul’s journey to the beyond and a desirable afterlife.

Challenging the prevalent scholarship of the Greek interpretation of Iranian religious lore and proposing a
new analysis of the formation of the Hellenistic concept of ‘magic,’ this book is an important resource for
students and scholars of History, Religion and Iranian Studies.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Greenblatt:

The book The Da?va Cult in the G?th?s: An Ideological Archaeology of Zoroastrianism (Iranian Studies) can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important
thing like a book The Da?va Cult in the G?th?s: An Ideological Archaeology of Zoroastrianism (Iranian
Studies)? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many data
for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Da?va Cult in the G?th?s:
An Ideological Archaeology of Zoroastrianism (Iranian Studies) has simple shape however you know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is
very wonderful.

Ardith Bobo:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just
their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need that The Da?va Cult in the G?th?s: An Ideological
Archaeology of Zoroastrianism (Iranian Studies) to read.

Susan Preuss:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The Da?va Cult in the G?th?s: An
Ideological Archaeology of Zoroastrianism (Iranian Studies) that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success
person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick The Da?va Cult in
the G?th?s: An Ideological Archaeology of Zoroastrianism (Iranian Studies) become your own starter.

William Glover:

This The Da?va Cult in the G?th?s: An Ideological Archaeology of Zoroastrianism (Iranian Studies) is great
e-book for you because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and get
to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we
can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid



delivering sentences. Having The Da?va Cult in the G?th?s: An Ideological Archaeology of Zoroastrianism
(Iranian Studies) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We
can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that.
So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?
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