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"The beginning of this tale of bygone days in Odessa dates to the dawn of the twentieth century. At that time
we used to refer to the first years of this period as the 'springtime,' meaning a social and political awakening.
For my generation, these years also coincided with our own personal springtime, in the sense that we were
all in our youthful twenties. And both of these springtimes, as well as the image of our carefree Black Sea
capital with acacias growing along its steep banks, are interwoven in my memory with the story of one
family in which there were five children: Marusya, Marko, Lika, Serezha, and Torik."—from The Five

The Five is an captivating novel of the decadent fin-de-siècle written by Vladimir Jabotinsky (1880–1940), a
controversial leader in the Zionist movement whose literary talents, until now, have largely gone
unrecognized by Western readers. The author deftly paints a picture of Russia's decay and decline—a world
permeated with sexuality, mystery, and intrigue. Michael R. Katz has crafted the first English-language
translation of this important novel, which was written in Russian in 1935 and published a year later in Paris
under the title Pyatero.

The book is Jabotinsky's elegaic paean to the Odessa of his youth, a place that no longer exists. It tells the
story of an upper-middle-class Jewish family, the Milgroms, at the turn of the century. It follows five
siblings as they change, mature, and come to accept their places in a rapidly evolving world. With flashes of
humor, Jabotinsky captures the ferment of the time as reflected in political, social, artistic, and spiritual
developments. He depicts with nostalgia the excitement of life in old Odessa and comments poignantly on
the failure of the dream of Jewish assimilation within the Russian empire.
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From reader reviews:

Emily Walker:

This book untitled The Five: A Novel of Jewish Life in Turn-of-the-Century Odessa to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online.
The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Allen Goehring:

Typically the book The Five: A Novel of Jewish Life in Turn-of-the-Century Odessa will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Five: A
Novel of Jewish Life in Turn-of-the-Century Odessa is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get
the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Blanche Dobos:

The Five: A Novel of Jewish Life in Turn-of-the-Century Odessa can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing
The Five: A Novel of Jewish Life in Turn-of-the-Century Odessa but doesn't forget the main stage, giving
the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

James Butler:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This specific The Five: A Novel of Jewish Life in Turn-of-the-Century
Odessa can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't
and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Five: A Novel of Jewish
Life in Turn-of-the-Century Odessa.
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