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The story of Jackie Robinson valiantly breaking baseball’s color barrier in 1947 is one that most Americans
know. But less recognized is the fact that some seventy years earlier, following the Civil War, baseball was
tenuously biracial and had the potential for a truly open game. How, then, did the game become so firmly
segregated that it required a trailblazer like Robinson? The answer, Ryan A. Swanson suggests, has
everything to do with the politics of “reconciliation” and a wish to avoid the issues of race that an integrated
game necessarily raised.
 
The history of baseball during Reconstruction, as Swanson tells it, is a story of lost opportunities. Thomas
Fitzgerald and Octavius Catto (a Philadelphia baseball tandem), for example, were poised to emerge as
pioneers of integration in the 1860s. Instead, the desire to create a “national game”—professional and
appealing to white Northerners and Southerners alike—trumped any movement toward civil rights. Focusing
on Philadelphia, Washington DC, and Richmond—three cities with large African American populations and
thriving baseball clubs—Swanson uncovers the origins of baseball’s segregation and the mechanics of its
implementation. An important piece of sports history, his work also offers a better understanding of
Reconstruction, race, and segregation in America.    
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From reader reviews:

Luz Davis:

The book When Baseball Went White: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Dreams of a National Pastime
make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase.
Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If
you can make looking at a book When Baseball Went White: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Dreams of
a National Pastime being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a
publication When Baseball Went White: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Dreams of a National Pastime.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Mamie Shaw:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the When Baseball Went White:
Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Dreams of a National Pastime is kind of book which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Carl Moss:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if those
information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take When Baseball Went White: Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Dreams
of a National Pastime as the daily resource information.

Whitney Ortez:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful images on
there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this age, many
ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
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