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This is the long-hidden saga of how a handful of Americans and East Africans fought the British colonial
government, the U.S. State Department, and segregation to transport to, or support at, U.S. and Canadian
universities, between 1959 and 1963, nearly 800 young East African men and women who would go on to
change their world and ours. The students supported included Barack Obama Sr., future father of a U.S.
president, Wangari Maathai, future Nobel Peace Prize laureate, as well as the nation-builders of post-colonial
East Africa -- cabinet ministers, ambassadors, university chancellors, clinic and school founders.

The airlift was conceived by the unusual partnership of the charismatic, later-assassinated Kenyan Tom
Mboya and William X. Scheinman, a young American entrepreneur, with supporting roles played by Jackie
Robinson, Harry Belafonte, Sidney Poitier, and Martin Luther King, Jr. The airlift even had an impact on the
1960 presidential race, as Vice-President Richard Nixon tried to muscle the State Department into funding
the project to prevent Senator Jack Kennedy from using his family foundation to do so and reaping the
political benefit.

The book is based on the files of the airlift's sponsor, the African American Students Foundation, untouched
for almost fifty years.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Mendoza:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Airlift to America: How Barack
Obama, Sr., John F. Kennedy, Tom Mboya, and 800 East African Students Changed Their World and Ours
will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But
some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Andrew Waite:

The book with title Airlift to America: How Barack Obama, Sr., John F. Kennedy, Tom Mboya, and 800
East African Students Changed Their World and Ours posesses a lot of information that you can study it.
You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the information that
exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how
the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You
can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Hattie Robb:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Airlift to America: How Barack Obama, Sr., John F.
Kennedy, Tom Mboya, and 800 East African Students Changed Their World and Ours why because the
amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.

Kristi Rowden:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Airlift to America: How Barack
Obama, Sr., John F. Kennedy, Tom Mboya, and 800 East African Students Changed Their World and Ours is
simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to
read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.
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