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Blessed Events explores how women who give birth at home use religion to make sense of their births and in
turn draw on their birthing experiences to bring meaning to their lives and families. Pamela Klassen
introduces a surprisingly diverse group of women, in their own words, while also setting their birth stories
within wider social, political, and economic contexts. In doing so, she emerges with a study that disrupts
conventional views of both childbirth and religion by blurring assumed divisions between conservative and
feminist women and by taking childbirth seriously as a religious act.

Most American women who have a choice give birth in a hospital and request pain medication. Yet enough
women choose and advocate unmedicated home birth--and do so for carefully articulated reasons, social
resistance among them--to constitute a movement. Klassen investigates why women whose religious
affiliations range from Old Order Amish to Reform Judaism to goddess-centered spirituality defy majority
opinion, the medical establishment, and sometimes the law to have their babies at home. In considering their
interpretations--including their critiques of the dominant medical model of childbirth and their views on
labor pain--she examines the kinds of agency afforded to or denied women as they derive religious meanings
from childbirth. Throughout, she identifies tensions and affinities between feminist and traditionalist
appraisals of the symbolic meaning of birth and the power of women.

What does home birth--a woman-centered movement working to return birth to women's control--mean in
practice for women's gender and religious identities? Is this supreme valuing of procreation and motherhood
constraining, or does it open up new realms of cultural and social power for women? By asking these
questions while remaining cognizant of religion's significance, Blessed Events challenges both feminist and
traditionalist accounts of childbearing while broadening our understanding of how religion is ''lived'' in
contemporary America.
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From reader reviews:

Loretta Tellis:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you will require this Blessed Events: Religion and Home Birth
in America. (Princeton Studies in Cultural Sociology).

Sarah Frigo:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you do?
Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question simply because just their can do this.
It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on guardería
until university need this Blessed Events: Religion and Home Birth in America. (Princeton Studies in
Cultural Sociology) to read.

Vivian Stafford:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many people
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Blessed Events: Religion and
Home Birth in America. (Princeton Studies in Cultural Sociology) book because this book offers you rich
data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
know.

Zachary Connors:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is
this Blessed Events: Religion and Home Birth in America. (Princeton Studies in Cultural Sociology).
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