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How a historic race gave birth to private space flight
 
Alone in a Spartan black cockpit, test pilot Mike Melvill rocketed toward space. He had eighty seconds to
exceed the speed of sound and begin the climb to a target no civilian pilot had ever reached. He might not
make it back alive. If he did, he would make history as the world’s first commercial astronaut.

The spectacle defied reason, the result of a competition dreamed up by entrepreneur Peter Diamandis, whose
vision for a new race to space required small teams to do what only the world’s largest governments had
done before.

Peter Diamandis was the son of hardworking immigrants who wanted their science prodigy to make the
family proud and become a doctor. But from the age of eight, when he watched Apollo 11 land on the Moon,
his singular goal was to get to space. When he realized NASA was winding down manned space flight,
Diamandis set out on one of the great entrepreneurial adventure stories of our time. If the government
wouldn’t send him to space, he would create a private space flight industry himself.
 
In the 1990s, this idea was the stuff of science fiction. Undaunted, Diamandis found inspiration in an
unlikely place: the golden age of aviation. He discovered that Charles Lindbergh made his transatlantic flight
to win a $25,000 prize. The flight made Lindbergh the most famous man on earth and galvanized the airline
industry. Why, Diamandis thought, couldn’t the same be done for space flight?
 
The story of the bullet-shaped SpaceShipOne, and the other teams in the hunt, is an extraordinary tale of
making the impossible possible. It is driven by outsized characters—Burt Rutan, Richard Branson, John
Carmack, Paul Allen—and obsessive pursuits. In the end, as Diamandis dreamed, the result wasn’t just a
victory for one team; it was the foundation for a new industry. Today, SpaceShipOne hangs in the
Smithsonian’s Air and Space Museum, flanked by the Apollo 11 capsule and Lindbergh’s The Spirit of St.
Louis.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Janice Nolan:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This How to Make a
Spaceship: A Band of Renegades, an Epic Race, and the Birth of Private Spaceflight is our recommendation
to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Angel Sutton:

The publication with title How to Make a Spaceship: A Band of Renegades, an Epic Race, and the Birth of
Private Spaceflight has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this
book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world.
This specific book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the
smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Michael Hale:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get lots of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of
activity do you possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is definitely How to Make a Spaceship: A Band of Renegades, an Epic Race, and the Birth of
Private Spaceflight.

Evan Miller:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by
book. Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is How to Make a Spaceship: A
Band of Renegades, an Epic Race, and the Birth of Private Spaceflight.
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