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A brave British widow goes to Siam and—by dint of her principled and indomitable character—inspires that
despotic nation to abolish slavery and absolute rule: this appealing legend first took shape after the Civil War
when Anna Leonowens came to America from Bangkok and succeeded in becoming a celebrity author and
lecturer. Three decades after her death, in the 1940s and 1950s, the story would be transformed into a
powerful Western myth by Margaret Landon’s best-selling book Anna and the King of Siam and Rodgers
and Hammerstein’s musical The King and I.

            But who was Leonowens and why did her story take hold? Although it has been known for some time
that she was of Anglo-Indian parentage and that her tales about the Siamese court are unreliable, not until
now, with the publication of Masked, has there been a deeply researched account of her extraordinary life.
Alfred Habegger, an award-winning biographer, draws on the archives of five continents and recent Thai-
language scholarship to disclose the complex person behind the mask and the troubling facts behind the
myth. He also ponders the curious fit between Leonowens’s compelling fabrications and the New World’s
innocent dreams—in particular the dream that democracy can be spread through quick and easy
interventions.

Exploring the full historic complexity of what it once meant to pass as white, Masked pays close attention to
Leonowens’s midlevel origins in British India, her education at a Bombay charity school for Eurasian
children, her material and social milieu in Australia and Singapore, the stresses she endured in Bangkok as a
working widow, the latent melancholy that often afflicted her, the problematic aspects of her self-invention,
and the welcome she found in America, where a circle of elite New England abolitionists who knew nothing
about Southeast Asia gave her their uncritical support. Her embellished story would again capture America’s
imagination as World War II ended and a newly interventionist United States looked toward Asia.
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From reader reviews:

Alex Lynch:

Here thing why this particular Masked: The Life of Anna Leonowens, Schoolmistress at the Court of Siam
(Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book
is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as tasty as food or not.
Masked: The Life of Anna Leonowens, Schoolmistress at the Court of Siam (Wisconsin Studies in
Autobiography) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there
is no book that similar with Masked: The Life of Anna Leonowens, Schoolmistress at the Court of Siam
(Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal
eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can
bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in
bringing the published book maybe the form of Masked: The Life of Anna Leonowens, Schoolmistress at the
Court of Siam (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) in e-book can be your alternative.

Carmen Jensen:

Masked: The Life of Anna Leonowens, Schoolmistress at the Court of Siam (Wisconsin Studies in
Autobiography) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every
word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Masked: The Life of Anna Leonowens, Schoolmistress at the
Court of Siam (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may
drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Shirley Parker:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Masked: The Life of Anna
Leonowens, Schoolmistress at the Court of Siam (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) is simple to create
you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to
bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the
book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Shirley Vega:

You may get this Masked: The Life of Anna Leonowens, Schoolmistress at the Court of Siam (Wisconsin
Studies in Autobiography) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve
trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of
written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now,
you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways



to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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