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“The nation needs to be confronted with the crime that we’re committing and the promises we are betraying.
This is a book about betrayal of the young, who have no power to defend themselves. It is not intended to
make readers comfortable.”

Over the past several years, Jonathan Kozol has visited nearly 60 public schools. Virtually everywhere, he
finds that conditions have grown worse for inner-city children in the 15 years since federal courts began
dismantling the landmark ruling in Brown v. Board of Education. First, a state of nearly absolute apartheid
now prevails in thousands of our schools. The segregation of black children has reverted to a level that the
nation has not seen since 1968. Few of the students in these schools know white children any longer. Second,
a protomilitary form of discipline has now emerged, modeled on stick-and-carrot methods of behavioral
control traditionally used in prisons but targeted exclusively at black and Hispanic children. And third, as
high-stakes testing takes on pathological and punitive dimensions, liberal education in our inner-city schools
has been increasingly replaced by culturally barren and robotic methods of instruction that would be rejected
out of hand by schools that serve the mainstream of society.

Filled with the passionate voices of children and their teachers and some of the most revered and trusted
leaders in the black community, The Shame of the Nation is a triumph of firsthand reporting that pays tribute
to those undefeated educators who persist against the odds, but directly challenges the chilling practices now
being forced upon our urban systems by the Bush administration. In their place, Kozol offers a humane,
dramatic challenge to our nation to fulfill at last the promise made some 50 years ago to all our youngest
citizens.

From The Shame of the Nation

“I went to Washington to challenge the soft bigotry of low expectations,” the president said in his campaign
for reelection in September 2004. “It’s working. It’s making a difference.” It is one of those deadly lies,
which, by sheer repetition, is at length accepted by large numbers of Americans as, perhaps, a rough
approximation of the truth. But it is not the truth, and it is not an innocent misstatement of the facts. It is a
devious appeasement of the heartache of the parents of the poor and, if it is not forcefully resisted and
denounced, it is going to lead our nation even further in a perilous direction.

Also available as a Random House AudioBook and an eBook

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Armando Ceballos:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important for us. The book The Shame of the Nation: The Restoration of
Apartheid Schooling in America was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide The Shame of the Nation: The Restoration of
Apartheid Schooling in America is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend
when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship together with the book The Shame of the Nation: The Restoration of Apartheid Schooling in
America. You never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Timothy Roesch:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this The Shame of the Nation: The Restoration of Apartheid Schooling in America, you may tells
your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a book.

Darron Hiller:

The Shame of the Nation: The Restoration of Apartheid Schooling in America can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
The Shame of the Nation: The Restoration of Apartheid Schooling in America however doesn't forget the
main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Ronald Griffin:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is The Shame of the Nation: The Restoration of Apartheid Schooling in



America this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it
is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why
this book suited all of you.
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