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As recently as the 1970s, gay and lesbian history was a relatively unexplored field for serious scholars. The
past quarter century, however, has seen enormous growth in gay and lesbian studies. The literature is now
voluminous; it is also widely scattered and not always easily accessible. In Toward Stonewall, Nicholas
Edsall provides a much-needed synthesis, drawing upon both scholarly and popular writings to chart the
development of homosexual subcultures in the modern era and the uneasy place they have occupied in
Western society.

Edsall’s survey begins three hundred years ago in northwestern Europe, when homosexual subcultures
recognizably similar to those of our own era began to emerge, and it follows their surprisingly diverse paths
through the Enlightenment to the early nineteenth century. The book then turns to the Victorian era, tracing
the development of articulate and self-aware homosexual subcultures. With a greater sense of identity and
organization came new forms of resistance: this was the age that saw the persecution of Oscar Wilde, among
others, as well as the medical establishment’s labeling of homosexuality as a sign of degeneracy.

The book’s final section locates the foundations of present-day gay sub-cultures in a succession of twentieth-
century scenes and events?in pre-Nazi Germany, in the lesbian world of interwar Paris, in the law reforms of
1960s England?culminating in the emergence of popular movements in the postwar United States.

Rather than examining these groups in isolation, the book considers them in their social contexts and as
comparable to other subordinate groups and minority movements. In the process, Toward Stonewall
illuminates not only the subcultures that are its primary subject but the larger societies from which they
emerged.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Castaneda:

The event that you get from Toward Stonewall: Homosexuality and Society in the Modern Western World
may be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Toward Stonewall: Homosexuality and
Society in the Modern Western World giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having that Toward Stonewall: Homosexuality and Society in the Modern Western
World instantly.

Eileen Smith:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when
those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take Toward Stonewall: Homosexuality and Society in the Modern Western
World as your daily resource information.

Joseph Lewis:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Toward Stonewall:
Homosexuality and Society in the Modern Western World suitable to you? Typically the book was written
by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Toward Stonewall: Homosexuality and Society in
the Modern Western Worldis one of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a
lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever
know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

David Perrin:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Toward Stonewall: Homosexuality and
Society in the Modern Western World or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher



or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes Toward Stonewall: Homosexuality and Society in the Modern
Western World to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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