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How can paleontologists know what a living dinosaur was like more than a hundred million years ago,
particularly when only partial skeletons remain? Focusing on one large carnivorous dinosaur,
Acrocanthosaurus (“high-spined lizard”), paleontologist Kenneth Carpenter explains the process, pairing
scholarly findings with more than 75 color illustrations to reconstruct “Acro” before readers’ eyes. In
Acrocanthosaurus Inside and Out, he offers the most complete portrait possible of this fascinating dinosaur’s
appearance, biology, and behavior.

Acrocanthosaurus—similar in size to its later cousin Tyrannosaurus rex, but studded with large
spines—roamed what is now the south-central United States 110 to 115 million years ago, during the Early
Cretaceous. Carpenter worked on the most complete of the Acrocanthosaurus skeletons (nicknamed “Fran”)
that has been found. Here he describes the techniques that tell us about Acro’s biological makeup,
movements, and habits. Studies of joints reveal the range of possible motion, while bumps, ridges, and scars
on the bones show where muscles, ligaments, and tendons attached. CT-scans allow us to peer into the
braincase, while microscopes afford a cross-sectional view of bones. These findings in turn offer an idea of
how Acro stalked and ate its prey.

Scientific evidence beyond the fossils provides avenues for further inquiry: What does the sedimentary rock
encasing Fran’s bones tell us about Acro’s environment? What does our knowledge of Acro’s distant
relatives, such as crocodilians and birds, imply about its heart and other soft tissues? Can our understanding
of other animals explain Acro’s huge spines?

Carpenter distills all this information into a clear, accessible, engaging account that will appeal to general
readers and scholars alike. As the first book-length work on Acrocanthosaurus, this volume introduces a
prehistoric giant that once stalked Texas and Oklahoma and offers a rare, firsthand glimpse into the trials and
triumphs of paleontology.
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From reader reviews:

Noemi Burns:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Acrocanthosaurus Inside and Out. You can choose the best
book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book Acrocanthosaurus
Inside and Out. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may
be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's read.

Jo Lee:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Acrocanthosaurus Inside and Out can be excellent book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

James Hibner:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Acrocanthosaurus Inside and Out offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Curtis Hernandez:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Acrocanthosaurus Inside and Out was multi-
colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Acrocanthosaurus Inside and Out
has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan
you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you
bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try
to like reading which.
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