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During the 1970s, Americans launched twelve robot spacecraft on paths to the far corners of the solar
system. Each mission was a resounding success, yielding detailed knowledge of Earth's neighboring planets
and advancing human understanding of the solar system's origin and evolution. In 1971, Mariner 9 revealed a
history of volcanic eruptions and flooding on Mars. Pioneer 10, launched in 1972, passed safely through the
Asteroid Belt and accomplished the first successful flyby of Jupiter. The 1977 Voyager "grand tour" flybys
of four of the outer planets revealed satellites that featured active volcanoes, fantastically tortured terrain,
and ice-spewing geysers.

Providing an insider's view of what has been called a golden era in space pioneering, Robert S. Kraemer
describes the financial, political, and technical hurdles facing each mission. As NASA's director of planetary
programs during those years, he witnessed rivalries between scientists, worked to ensure that projects
remained in NASA and federal budgets, and reshaped missions to meet changing priorities, schedules, and
vehicle configurations. The book also chronicles the technical problems that sometimes jeopardized missions
and describes such successes as the first landings on Mars in 1976.

Addressing many of the central themes that have affected space science during the past fifty years, Beyond
the Moon documents the efforts of those who contributed to a burst of planetary exploration that laid the
foundation for even more extraordinary voyages of discovery. Dozens of full color and black and white
illustrations enhance the appeal for any space enthusiast.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Davis:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Beyond the Moon: A Golden
Age of Planetary Exploration, 1971-1978 (Smithsonian History of Aviation and Spaceflight Series). All type
of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Cheryl Stone:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Beyond the Moon: A Golden Age of
Planetary Exploration, 1971-1978 (Smithsonian History of Aviation and Spaceflight Series) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Donald Farrell:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the guide untitled Beyond the Moon: A Golden Age of Planetary Exploration, 1971-
1978 (Smithsonian History of Aviation and Spaceflight Series) can be fine book to read. May be it might be
best activity to you.

Judith Smith:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Beyond the Moon: A Golden Age of Planetary
Exploration, 1971-1978 (Smithsonian History of Aviation and Spaceflight Series) can make you truly feel



more interested to read.
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