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John Hawkwood was fourteenth-century Italy's most notorious and successful soldier. A man known for
cleverness and daring, he was the most feared mercenary in Renaissance Italy. Born in England, Hawkood
began his career in France during the Hundred Years' War and crossed into Italy with the famed White
Company in 1361. From that time until his death in 1394, Hawkwood fought throughout the peninsula as a
captain of armies in times of war and as a commander of marauding bands during times of peace. He
achieved international fame, and his acquaintances included such prominent people as Geoffrey Chaucer,
Catherine of Siena, Jean Froissart, and Francis Petrarch. City-states constantly tried to outbid each other for
his services, for which he received money, land, and in the case of Florence, citizenship -- a most unusual
honor for an Englishman. When Hawkwood died, the Florentines buried him with great ceremony in their
cathedral, an honor denied their greatest poet, Dante. His final resting place, however, is disputed.

Historian William Caferro's ambitious account of Hawkwood is both a biography and a study of warfare and
statecraft. Caferro has mined more than twenty archives in England and Italy, creating an authoritative
portrait of Hawkwood as an extraordinary military leader, if not always an admirable human being. Caferro's
Hawkwood possessed a talent for dissimulation and craft both on the battlefield and at the negotiating table,
and, ironically, managed to gain a reputation for "honesty" while beating his Italian hosts at their own game
of duplicity and manipulation.

In addition to a thorough account of Hawkwood's life and career, Caferro's study offers a fundamental
reassessment of the Italian military situation and of the mercenary system. Hawkwood's career is treated not
in isolation but firmly within the context of Italian society, against the backdrop of unfolding crises: famine,
plague, popular unrest, and religious schism. Indeed, Hawkwood's life and career offer a unique vantage
point from which we can study the economic, social, and political impacts of war.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Garcia:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication John Hawkwood: An English Mercenary in
Fourteenth-Century Italy will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you
can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with
you?

Dallas Richardson:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this John
Hawkwood: An English Mercenary in Fourteenth-Century Italy.

Jerold Niemi:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this John Hawkwood: An English
Mercenary in Fourteenth-Century Italy e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation John
Hawkwood: An English Mercenary in Fourteenth-Century Italy as good book but not only by the cover but
also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Shirley Bishop:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And
you know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is



actually John Hawkwood: An English Mercenary in Fourteenth-Century Italy.
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