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A behind-the-scenes account of life at Ealing Studios – one of the great cinematic success stories of post-war
Britain, and a byword for a particular strain of comic filmmaking that continues to inspire imitators over half
a century on.
 
This will be the first full narrative history of the studio, focusing on its output in the 1940s and '50s, when
the movies made there were in astonishing (and revealing) synchronicity with the national mood. Told
through the memories of the people who worked and performed there, The Secret Life of Ealing Studios will
explore how a small group of maverick filmmakers, some of Britain’s most fondly remembered movie stars,
and a lot of unsung backroom boys and girls created pictures that presented a unique and enduring view of
British identity, and which have since become classics. Particular emphasis will be placed on the filming of
Hue and Cry (1947), Passport to Pimlico (1949), Kind Hearts and Coronets (1949), Whisky Galore (1949),
The Lavender Hill Mob (1951), The Man in the White Suit (1951) and The Ladykillers (1955), along with
war films such as The Cruel Sea (1953). At the heart of the story will be the figure of Michael Balcon -
perhaps the closest Britain has ever come to producing a movie mogul in the Hollywood mould - and iconic
actors such as Peter Sellers, Alec Guinness, Margaret Rutherford and Sid James.   

The author is one of Britain's leading entertainment biographers and has a number of successful and critically
lauded titles under his belt (his recent book on Oliver Reed, What Fresh Lunacy Is This?, was selected for
Books of the Year round-ups in both the Sunday Times and Mail on Sunday). Robert has a track record of
securing original testimony from first-hand witnesses and has already begun interviewing people who
worked at Ealing.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Curtin:

This The Secret Life of Ealing Studios book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world
is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get.
This specific The Secret Life of Ealing Studios without we understand teach the one who looking at it
become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry The Secret Life of Ealing Studios can
bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have
it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Secret Life of Ealing Studios having fine arrangement
in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Roxanne Harrelson:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find reserve that need more time to be study. The Secret Life of Ealing Studios can be your answer
given it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Candice Sharkey:

You will get this The Secret Life of Ealing Studios by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing
or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by
means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your book. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways
for you.

Ethel Orr:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book The Secret Life of Ealing Studios was multi-colored and
of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Secret Life of Ealing Studios has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read
and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading
that.
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