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People have been reading on computer screens for several decades now, predating popularization of personal
computers and widespread use of the internet. But it was the rise of eReaders and tablets that caused digital
reading to explode. In 2007, Amazon introduced its first Kindle. Three years later, Apple debuted the iPad.
Meanwhile, as mobile phone technology improved and smartphones proliferated, the phone became another
vital reading platform.

In Words Onscreen, Naomi Baron, an expert on language and technology, explores how technology is
reshaping our understanding of what it means to read. Digital reading is increasingly popular. Reading
onscreen has many virtues, including convenience, potential cost-savings, and the opportunity to bring free
access to books and other written materials to people around the world. Yet, Baron argues, the virtues of
eReading are matched with drawbacks. Users are easily distracted by other temptations on their devices,
multitasking is rampant, and screens coax us to skim rather than read in-depth. What is more, if the way we
read is changing, so is the way we write. In response to changing reading habits, many authors and
publishers are producing shorter works and ones that don't require reflection or close reading.

In her tour through the new world of eReading, Baron weights the value of reading physical print versus
online text, including the question of what long-standing benefits of reading might be lost if we go
overwhelmingly digital. She also probes how the internet is shifting reading from being a solitary experience
to a social one, and the reasons why eReading has taken off in some countries, especially the United States
and United Kingdom, but not others, like France and Japan. Reaching past the hype on both sides of the
discussion, Baron draws upon her own cross-cultural studies to offer a clear-eyed and balanced analysis of
the ways technology is affecting the ways we read today--and what the future might bring.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Adams:

With other case, little people like to read book Words Onscreen: The Fate of Reading in a Digital World.
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any
book Words Onscreen: The Fate of Reading in a Digital World. You can add know-how and of course you
can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you
are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You
may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Tanya McNeil:

The book untitled Words Onscreen: The Fate of Reading in a Digital World contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author.
The author brings you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read
more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.

Sylvester Perkins:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Words Onscreen: The Fate of Reading in
a Digital World is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon.
If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Shirley Bishop:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Words Onscreen: The Fate of Reading in a Digital World can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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