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First published in 1992, David Kirk’s book analyses the public debate leading up to the 1987 General
Election over the place and purpose of physical education in British schools. By locating this debate in a
historical context, specifically in the period following the end of the Second World War, it attempts to
illustrate how the meaning of school physical education and its aims, content and pedagogy were contested
by a number of vying groups. It stresses the influence of the culture of postwar social reconstruction in
shaping these groups’ ideas about physical education. Through this analysis, the book attempts to explain
how physical education has been socially constructed during the postwar years and, more specifically, to
suggest how the subject came to be used as a symbol of subversive, left wing values in the campaign leading
to the 1987 election. In more general terms, the book provides a case study of the social construction of
school knowledge.

The book takes an original approach to the question of curriculum change in physical education, building on
increasing interest in historical research in the field of curriculum studies. It adopts a social constructionist
perspective, arguing that change occurs through the active involvement of competing groups in struggles
over limited material and ideological (discursive) resources. It also draws on contemporary developments in
social and cultural theory, particularly the concepts of discourse and ideological hegemony, to explain how
the meaning of physical education has been constructed, and how particular definitions of the subject have
become orthodoxes. The book presents new historical evidence from a period which had previously been
neglected by researchers, despite the fact that 1945 marked a watershed in the development of the
understanding and teaching of physical education in schools.
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From reader reviews:

Warren Johnson:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Defining Physical Education (Routledge Revivals): The
Social Construction of a School Subject in Postwar Britain. You can choose the best book if you love reading
a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book Defining Physical Education
(Routledge Revivals): The Social Construction of a School Subject in Postwar Britain. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to
the library. Let's read.

Nora Carter:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Defining Physical Education
(Routledge Revivals): The Social Construction of a School Subject in Postwar Britain which is keeping the
e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Beverly Brown:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Defining Physical Education (Routledge
Revivals): The Social Construction of a School Subject in Postwar Britain can be the respond to, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Arlie Carrillo:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news.
On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Defining Physical Education (Routledge Revivals): The Social Construction of a School
Subject in Postwar Britain when you necessary it?
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