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During his nine-month stay in China, the Japanese monk Saicho (767-822) was alleged to have been initiated
into an illustrious esoteric lineage starting from a prestigious Indian Esoteric patriarch. It is also believed that
Saichos Chinese mentor, based on three esoteric texts translated by the Indian Patriarch, transmitted to him
some particular forms of esoteric teachings, the core of which is preserved in one of the two "dharma-
transmission documents" from Saichos teacher. This is the conventional view regarding the roots of Tendai
Esoteric Buddhism in Japan. This book subjects this conventional view to a critical examination. It argues
that the two "dharma-transmission documents" were not written by Saicho's Chinese mentor, but were
prepared in Japan for strengthening the legitimacy of the initiation Saicho received from China. The three
siddhi texts attributed to the Indian patriarch were also composed in Japan as the scriptural support for
Saicho's esoteric transmission. The Tendai form of Esotericism in the name of Saicho was for the main part
created not by Saicho himself but by his followers. These negative conclusions can be turned into a positive
agenda for future research of Japanese Tendai Buddhism. Scholars can turn from a fruitless search for the
roots of Tendai Esotericism in China to look more closely in Japan. This study may invite more scholarly
attention to a host of Buddhist apocrypha which, long regarded as Chinese, were actually produced in Japan
or Korea. This book also addresses issues of larger implications for East Asian religions, including the
manufacturing process of the so-called Buddhist apocrypha and their roles, lineage construction for the
purpose of religious legitimation and of overcoming borderland complexes, application of overarching
theoretic patterns in different religious traditions.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Kang:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed
Legend and Legitimation: The Formation of Tendai Esoteric Buddhism in Japan (Melanges Chinois et
Bouddhiques)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time
using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different
opinion?

Wanda Stamper:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Legend and Legitimation: The Formation of Tendai
Esoteric Buddhism in Japan (Melanges Chinois et Bouddhiques) will make you to end up being smarter. You
can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading
any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have
you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

James Williams:

You may spend your free time to see this book this book. This Legend and Legitimation: The Formation of
Tendai Esoteric Buddhism in Japan (Melanges Chinois et Bouddhiques) is simple to create you can read it in
the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book
in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Susan Hare:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Legend and Legitimation: The Formation of Tendai
Esoteric Buddhism in Japan (Melanges Chinois et Bouddhiques) was bright colored and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Legend and Legitimation: The Formation of Tendai Esoteric
Buddhism in Japan (Melanges Chinois et Bouddhiques) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun
and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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