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A look at popes and the papacy through the prism of the names associated with the popes -- whether they be
birth, priestly, or assumed names. It is the first in-depth exploration of papal names and their meanings with
a revised history of papal name changes, a complete account of the rationales for the 125 known instances of
assumed names, and a slew of new ‘factoids.’ The first documented instance of papal name change was
when Mercurius, in 533 A.D., opted not to introduce the name of a pagan god into the papal rolls. Marcellus
II, in 1555, was the last pope, to date, to have retained his prior name, thereby breaking a 494 year tradition .
‘Marcellus’, however, is a name derived from ‘Mars’ – the Roman god of war! The history of papal name
changes contains many such intriguing twists and turns, in particular Anacletus, Sixtus I, Zephryrinus and
Julis II. This book sets out to highlight them all and thereby plug a hitherto little explored aspect of papal
history. Despite the interest in papal names, there has been very little dedicated analysis pertaining to their
evolution. Consequently, there are many inaccuracies and omissions. Papal name change could be a much
older practice than originally believed. This book is an attempt to rectify the lack of attention hitherto
afforded to the story and the glory of papal names. It is a by-product of a computer-aided papal history
project undertaken by the author. Web site. This book is not meant to be controversial. The subject matter,
though often beguiling, still does not, however, provide sufficient scope to incite bona fide dissension. This
book is meant to enlighten, and hopefully entertain. With it, the author hopes to put a stake in the ground vis-
à-vis our understanding of papal names.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Baldwin:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has different
type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Popes And The Tale Of Their Names.

Jennifer Oaks:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
than can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time
to be examine. Popes And The Tale Of Their Names can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a
person who have those short spare time problems.

Mary Davis:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
to you personally is Popes And The Tale Of Their Names this reserve consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he
makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.

Todd Porter:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Popes And The Tale Of Their Names to make
your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading.
Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and studying
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the e-
book Popes And The Tale Of Their Names can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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