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For a country accustomed to counting its resources in millions, or even billions, the unit of measure is almost
too small to be of interest. But during a lunch break one day, Robert E. Hardwicke asked of his colleagues in
the Petroleum Administration for War why American oil is measured by the 42-gallon barrel and no other.
Why not 30, 36, or an even 50? No one present had the answer, but a dozen years later, and after extensive
research, Hardwicke produced the answer for himself and all others in and out of the oil industry.

This book is of more than ordinary significance, for it tends to consolidate, in interesting and easily
understandable terms, the history and definitions, not only of the now-standard oil barrel but also of the units
that make it up and the legal pitfalls connected with it. It is a story full of oil-drilling lore—about odd-sized
barrels in wagons for transporting the newly discovered petroleum in Pennsylvania in 1859; about Benedict
Hagan, who supplied many an empty whiskey barrel to the producers at Oil Run; about Nelly Bly, who is
more redoubtable to the oil industry for having been the “mother of steel barrels” than for besting Phileas
Fogg’s time in circling the globe; about the scientific struggle for accuracy in gauging oil.

The Oilman’s Barrel has important meaning for historians, metrologists, petroleum lawyers and executives,
coopers, distillers, and the petroleum industry generally.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Boyd:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book. Book has
a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next to that you can
your reading expertise was fluently. A publication The Oilman's Barrel will make you to become smarter.
You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or
reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Maria Tate:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This The Oilman's Barrel book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You
will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually
decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with The Oilman's Barrel content
conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Oilman's Barrel is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Marie Guinn:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all
day long to reading a book. The book The Oilman's Barrel it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot
of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did
not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to
read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

William Jones:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Oilman's Barrel can be the response, oh how comes? The
new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era
is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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