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In the 1960s, increasing numbers of African American students entered predominantly White colleges and
universities in the northern and western United States. Too Much to Ask focuses on the women of this
pioneering generation, examining their educational strategies and experiences and exploring how social
class, family upbringing, and expectations--their own and others'--prepared them to achieve in an often
hostile setting.

Drawing on extensive questionnaires and in-depth interviews with Black women graduates, sociologist
Elizabeth Higginbotham sketches the patterns that connected and divided the women who integrated
American higher education before the era of affirmative action. Although they shared educational goals, for
example, family resources to help achieve those goals varied widely according to their social class. Across
class lines, however, both the middle- and working-class women Higginbotham studied noted the importance
of personal initiative and perseverance in helping them to combat the institutionalized racism of elite
institutions and to succeed.

Highlighting the actions Black women took to secure their own futures as well as the challenges they faced
in achieving their goals, Too Much to Ask provides a new perspective for understanding the complexity of
racial interactions in the post-civil rights era.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Combs:

This Too Much to Ask: Black Women in the Era of Integration (Gender and American Culture) are usually
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Too Much to
Ask: Black Women in the Era of Integration (Gender and American Culture) can be among the great books
you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with
information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just
about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Too Much to
Ask: Black Women in the Era of Integration (Gender and American Culture) giving you an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Bernard Lewis:

The reserve with title Too Much to Ask: Black Women in the Era of Integration (Gender and American
Culture) includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book.
This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world.
This book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart
phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Gladys Myers:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Too Much to Ask: Black Women in the Era of
Integration (Gender and American Culture) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So
what these textbooks have than the others?

Robert Clark:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This reserve Too Much to Ask: Black Women in the Era of Integration (Gender
and American Culture) was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about
your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book that you simply wanted.
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