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To European explorers, it was Eden, a paradise of waist-high grasses, towering stands of walnut, maple,
chestnut, and oak, and forests that teemed with bears, wolves, raccoons, beavers, otters, and foxes. Today, it
is the site of Broadway and Wall Street, the Empire State Building and the Statue of Liberty, and the home of
millions of people, who have come from every corner of the nation and the globe.

In Gotham, Edwin G. Burrows and Mike Wallace have produced a monumental work of history, one that
ranges from the Indian tribes that settled in and around the island of Manna-hata, to the consolidation of the
five boroughs into Greater New York in 1898. It is an epic narrative, a story as vast and as varied as the city
it chronicles, and it underscores that the history of New York is the story of our nation. Readers will relive
the tumultuous early years of New Amsterdam under the Dutch West India Company, Peter Stuyvesant's
despotic regime, Indian wars, slave resistance and revolt, the Revolutionary War and the defeat of
Washington's army on Brooklyn Heights, the destructive seven years of British occupation, New York as the
nation's first capital, the duel between Aaron Burr and Alexander Hamilton, the Erie Canal and the coming
of the railroads, the growth of the city as a port and financial center, the infamous draft riots of the Civil
War, the great flood of immigrants, the rise of mass entertainment such as vaudeville and Coney Island, the
building of the Brooklyn Bridge and the birth of the skyscraper. Here too is a cast of thousands--the rebel
Jacob Leisler and the reformer Joanna Bethune; Clement Moore, who saved Greenwich Village from the
city's street-grid plan; Herman Melville, who painted disillusioned portraits of city life; and Walt Whitman,
who happily celebrated that same life. We meet the rebel Jacob Leisler and the reformer Joanna Bethune;
Boss Tweed and his nemesis, cartoonist Thomas Nast; Emma Goldman and Nellie Bly; Jacob Riis and
Horace Greeley; police commissioner Theodore Roosevelt; Colonel Waring and his "white angels" (who
revolutionized the sanitation department); millionaires John Jacob Astor, Cornelius Vanderbilt, August
Belmont, and William Randolph Hearst; and hundreds more who left their mark on this great city.

The events and people who crowd these pages guarantee that this is no mere local history. It is in fact a
portrait of the heart and soul of America, and a book that will mesmerize everyone interested in the peaks
and valleys of American life as found in the greatest city on earth. Gotham is a dazzling read, a fast-paced,
brilliant narrative that carries the reader along as it threads hundreds of stories into one great blockbuster of a
book.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Zahn:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Gotham: A History of New York City to 1898 (The History of NYC Series) book is
readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to
you. The writer associated with Gotham: A History of New York City to 1898 (The History of NYC Series)
content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the information but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Gotham: A History of
New York City to 1898 (The History of NYC Series) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Nellie Nelson:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Gotham: A History of New York City to 1898 (The History of NYC Series) your thoughts will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get just before. The Gotham: A History of New York City to 1898 (The
History of NYC Series) giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving
you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do
you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Kelly Brooks:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top checklist in your reading list is definitely Gotham: A History of New York City to 1898 (The History
of NYC Series). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to
be precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Scott Bush:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Gotham: A History of New York
City to 1898 (The History of NYC Series) or others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case,



beside science publication, any other book likes Gotham: A History of New York City to 1898 (The History
of NYC Series) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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