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Combining the insight of Franklin Foer’s How Soccer Explains the World and the intrigue of Ben
Affleck’s Argo, Ping Pong Diplomacy traces the story of how an aristocratic British spy used the game
of table tennis to propel a Communist strategy that changed the shape of the world.

THE SPRING OF 1971 heralded the greatest geopolitical realignment in a generation. After twenty-two
years of antagonism, China and the United States suddenly moved toward a détente—achieved not by
politicians but by Ping-Pong players. The Western press delighted in the absurdity of the moment and
branded it “Ping-Pong Diplomacy.” But for the Chinese, Ping-Pong was always political, a strategic cog in
Mao Zedong’s foreign policy. Nicholas Griffin proves that the organized game, from its first breath, was tied
to Communism thanks to its founder, Ivor Montagu, son of a wealthy English baron and spy for the Soviet
Union.

Ping-Pong Diplomacy traces a crucial intersection of sports and society. Griffin tells the strange and tragic
story of how the game was manipulated at the highest levels; how the Chinese government helped cover up
the death of 36 million peasants by holding the World Table Tennis Championships during the Great
Famine; how championship players were driven to their deaths during the Cultural Revolution; and, finally,
how the survivors were reconvened in 1971 and ordered to reach out to their American counterparts.
Through a cast of eccentric characters, from spies to hippies and Ping-Pong-obsessed generals to atom-bomb
survivors, Griffin explores how a neglected sport was used to help realign the balance of worldwide power.
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From reader reviews:

Will Guertin:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Ping-Pong Diplomacy: The Secret History
Behind the Game That Changed the World. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book.
Given that we know about how is important a book Ping-Pong Diplomacy: The Secret History Behind the
Game That Changed the World. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you
can open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's study.

James Smith:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that
question since just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Ping-Pong Diplomacy: The
Secret History Behind the Game That Changed the World to read.

Gayle Skinner:

The book untitled Ping-Pong Diplomacy: The Secret History Behind the Game That Changed the World is
the book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Ping-Pong Diplomacy: The
Secret History Behind the Game That Changed the World from the publisher to make you much more enjoy
free time.

Damian Woodward:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Ping-Pong Diplomacy: The Secret History Behind the Game That
Changed the World was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about
your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you
know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right
now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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