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Gender was a key social indicator in Byzantine society, as in many others. While studies of gender in the
western medieval period have appeared regularly in the past decade, similar studies of Byzantium have
lagged behind. Masculine and feminine roles were not always as clearly defined as in the West, while
eunuchs made up a 'third gender' in the imperial court. Social status indicators were also in a state of flux, as
much linked to patronage networks as to wealth, as the Empire came under a series of external and internal
pressures. This fluidity applied equally in ecclesiastical and secular spheres. The present collection of essays
uncovers gender roles in the imperial family, in monastic institutions of both genders, in the Orthodox
church, and in the nascent cult of Mary in the east. It puts the spotlight on flashpoints over a millennium of
Byzantine rule, from Constantine the Great to Irene and the Palaiologoi, and covers a wide geographical
range, from Byzantine Italy to Syria.

The introduction frames the following nine chapters against recent scholarship and considers methodological
issues in the study of gender and Byzantine society. Together these essays portray a surprising range of male
and female experience in various Byzantine social institutions - whether religious, military, or imperial --
over the course of more than a millennium. The collection offers a provocative contrast to recent studies
based on western medieval scholarship. Common themes that bind the collection into a coherent whole
include specifically Byzantine expectations of gender among the social elite; the fluidity of social and sexual
identities for Byzantine men and women within the church; and the specific challenges that strong
individuals posed to the traditional limitations of gender within a hierarchical society dominated by Christian
orthodoxy.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Wolff:

Here thing why this Questions of Gender in Byzantine Society are different and dependable to be yours. First
of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. Questions of Gender in Byzantine Society giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with Questions of Gender
in Byzantine Society. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in
which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties
in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Questions of Gender in Byzantine Society in e-book can be
your alternative.

Carol Pyles:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Questions of Gender in Byzantine Society why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Betty Neal:

The book untitled Questions of Gender in Byzantine Society contain a lot of information on the idea. The
writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so
do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author will take
you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice study.

Johanna Land:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This e-book Questions of Gender in Byzantine Society was filled about science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when
they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-
book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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