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Today’s copyright wars can seem unprecedented. Sparked by the digital revolution that has made
copyright—and its violation—a part of everyday life, fights over intellectual property have pitted creators,
Hollywood, and governments against consumers, pirates, Silicon Valley, and open-access advocates. But
while the digital generation can be forgiven for thinking the dispute between, for example, the publishing
industry and Google is completely new, the copyright wars in fact stretch back three centuries—and their
history is essential to understanding today’s battles. The Copyright Wars—the first major trans-Atlantic
history of copyright from its origins to today—tells this important story.

Peter Baldwin explains why the copyright wars have always been driven by a fundamental tension. Should
copyright assure authors and rights holders lasting claims, much like conventional property rights, as in
Continental Europe? Or should copyright be primarily concerned with giving consumers cheap and easy
access to a shared culture, as in Britain and America? The Copyright Wars describes how the Continental
approach triumphed, dramatically increasing the claims of rights holders. The book also tells the widely
forgotten story of how America went from being a leading copyright opponent and pirate in the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries to become the world’s intellectual property policeman in the late twentieth. As it
became a net cultural exporter and its content industries saw their advantage in the Continental ideology of
strong authors’ rights, the United States reversed position on copyright, weakening its commitment to the
ideal of universal enlightenment—a history that reveals that today’s open-access advocates are heirs of a
venerable American tradition.

Compelling and wide-ranging, The Copyright Wars is indispensable for understanding a crucial economic,
cultural, and political conflict that has reignited in our own time.
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From reader reviews:

Minerva Garrison:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but
the problems coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Copyright
Wars: Three Centuries of Trans-Atlantic Battle is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Kevin Adams:

The reason why? Because this The Copyright Wars: Three Centuries of Trans-Atlantic Battle is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If
I were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Kristopher Lewis:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping The Copyright Wars: Three
Centuries of Trans-Atlantic Battle that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you could pick The Copyright Wars: Three Centuries of Trans-Atlantic Battle
become your own starter.

Francis Corder:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular The Copyright Wars: Three
Centuries of Trans-Atlantic Battle can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book
you have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have The
Copyright Wars: Three Centuries of Trans-Atlantic Battle.
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